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So, what am I here to 
talk about?

…and why it stinks!



Per Capita Recycling, Disposal & Generation
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Metal Drive for War Effort, Brooklyn, 1941 Mobro - the Garbage Barge, 1987

Garbage in the streets.

History

Garbage Collectors Strike in Manhattan



Waste Composition

Marion County - 2005

How to Meet Goals
What’s in our garbage
Implement new programs to recycle it (or 
better yet, get it out of our waste stream)

Hazardous 
Materials

1%

Other Inorganics
13%

Paper
15%

Plastic
10%

Wood
7%

Food
21%

Yard Debris
4%

Other Organics
15%

Glass
2%

Metals
7%



What is Marion County doing to 
reduce waste?

Reduce
Reuse
Recycle
Compost
Recover Energy
Landfill



What are we doing to 
encourage waste reduction?





Environmentally Preferable 
Purchasing (EPP)

EPP is buying reused products, materials with 
recycled content, and recyclable goods.

Benefits
- Reduce the energy required for extraction of virgin 

materials
- Encourage recycling by closing the loop
- Minimize emissions from production and 

transportation



•Selected a cell phone recycler that prioritizes 
reuse and recycles unusable phones responsibly.
•Printer cartridges collected at transfer stations are 
refurbished by a local company rather than 
recycled.

Cell Phones & Printer Cartridges



Garten Services





Green Schools Program



Master Recycler Program
What happens to your garbage
What can and can’t be recycled 
and why
Waste reduction 
Waste management, water, 
energy, and resource efficiency 
The power of purchasing 
Composting and 
vermicomposting
Household hazardous waste 
reduction and alternatives
Use of native plants and 
beneficial insects 
Making fun stuff from “trash”
Outreach techniques



Courthouse Square
Salem, Oregon - Arbuckle Costic Architects

Sustainable Site
Where to build
How to protect site

Water Efficiency 
Energy and Atmosphere

Efficiency
Renewable and Alternative

Materials and Resources
Waste management
Local/regional sources
Recycled, reused, renewable

Indoor Environmental 
Quality

Low VOC
No smoking
AQ monitors
Daylighting

Green Building

New Projects
Juvenile Market

Juvenile Detention Facility

Dog Kennel



Construction Waste
Reduce and 
manage waste

Salvage & Reuse

Demolition

Construction

Office



Sustainable Building Guide:



What is Marion County doing to 
promote reuse?

Reduce
Reuse
Recycle
Compost
Recover Energy
Landfill



Grants
•Marion County Waste 
Reduction/Recycling

•DEQ Grants



Reduce, REUSE, Recycle



Northwest Materials 
Exchange



PVC
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What is Marion County doing to 
increase recycling?

Reduce
Reuse
Recycle
Compost
Recover Energy
Landfill



Recovery Rates
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Mixed Recycling

Residential

Multi-family

Sort at Far West Fibers

Transfer at MRRF







Glass



Motor Oil



Cooking Oil



Paint Recycling Program



Latex Paint Recycling
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Battery Recycling
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Antifreeze



Salem-Keizer & North Marion 
Recycling & Transfer Stations



Hazardous Waste Facility

Every Thursday & the First     
& Third Saturday.

Free to residents of any county

Businesses charged $2.50/lb and must 
register by calling:  800-444-4244

Are toxic chemicals 
lurking under your sink?



E-waste

•Product Stewardship

•Up to 7 “Covered Electronic Devices”



CPU's
11%

Laptops
0%

Monitors
20%

Printers
4%

TV's
31%

VCR/DVD player
0%

Microwaves
4%

Peripherals
30%

Composition of e-Waste (Marion County 2008)



Electronics Recycling























Printer Cartridges



Cell Phones, PDA’s, MP3 
Players



Tires
•Disposal Ban in Oregon



Gable Tops
Aseptic Containers

Frozen Food Packaging



Film Plastics
•30% of recycling rollcarts
contain plastic bags

•MRFs recover ~268,000 bags 
per 8 hour shift resulting in 311 
tons/year

•This has resulted in equipment 
damage, slower processing, 
problems at paper mills, more 
bags being landfilled, and more 
labor costs (i.e. 1.7 FTE/shift to 
remove bags)

But not in the mixed 
recycling!!!



Hearing Aids & Glasses



Fluorescent Lights
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Mercury



Styrofoam
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Recycling at Apartment 
Complexes



Recycling at Events
Salem Art Fair & Festival

Oregon State Fair

Marion County Fair



Promotion/Education
Print

Television

Radio

Billboards

Buses

School programs

Master Recycler Class

Sport events

Presentations



Master Recycler Program
What happens to your garbage
What can and can’t be recycled 
and why
Waste reduction 
Waste management, water, 
energy, and resource efficiency 
The power of purchasing 
Composting and 
vermicomposting
Household hazardous waste 
reduction and alternatives
Use of native plants and 
beneficial insects 
Making fun stuff from “trash”
Outreach techniques



Green Schools Program



Scholarships



Recycle / Disposal Database
http://publicworks.co.marion.or.us/Recycle/



What is Marion County doing to 
encourage composting?

Reduce
Reuse
Recycle
Compost
Recover Energy
Landfill



Composter Sales
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Compost Demonstrations Sites at Deepwood
(Salem) and the Oregon Garden (Silverton)



Leaf Collection Day
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Restoration





Yard Debris Collection

Compost Oregon
(formerly Wood Waste)



Food Composting???



What is Marion County doing to 
recover energy?

Reduce
Reuse
Recycle
Compost
Recover Energy
Landfill



What happens to our garbage?



What does Marion County send 
to landfills?

Reduce
Reuse
Recycle
Compost
Recover Energy
Landfill



Brown’s Island Demolition Landfill

Coffin Butte 
and Riverbend
Landfills



What’s next???



Bailey Payne 
Marion County Public Works Environmental 

Services
(503) 588-5169 x 5991

bpayne@co.marion.or.us





Get a FREE copy!

Department of 
Environmental Quality

503-229-6724
1-800-452-4011 x6724 

toll-free in Oregon, or via 
e-mail: 

shepperd.michelle@deq.state.or.us

Members of the Waste Reduction Education Action Committee 
(WREAC) produced a 13-minute video called "Saving Little Pieces of the 

Earth" to explain what happens to the recyclables after they leave the curb. It was 
intentionally designed to be relevant in all parts of Oregon that have a 

commingled collection system. You can download and view the video at: 9+ and 
it's available for free!




